-

- .

-
Il

LRTE L TN

.
- .- i .
1 L

a——m——

.

'
i Lo R .- - .
| N . - oo i
.. e = s . .- - . . . =
. ! - T T . - - “- " " A 1 . . 1
' 1 - . ' . —_ . oL L | -
i i . i 1 .o 1 i - , . et - .
. ; ' . - — ! . . i ;
. -
H - . - a L . . - x |
' H - - - P
! ' T ' . | . " . ' " H
H — - - - . . — - . i . .
. . . = -. -
1 -
= L}
. I . . .. = Ca . L
N . . . - . L
| - - . A N .. i Do
... H H . .o 1 . P 4 - . P -
- . H - . N - . . .
- ~ L ) . " ' ——
. L. . . P .. .
[ . - H t T _ -
S L - | A -, .
. [ P - v
' . -
- e T [T ! - -
L A -, e em ! P I -
1 . - . — - L . - . . — - - -
. ' . h .- - . ., - . . o ,
I e Vs L W .- : : v . - . .o . )
. . - ! . Loe T . . 1 . . . 1 . . :
- - . P [ L. - 0 . - PR :
. - . . - - y ——— - .. . . - . - - =L g
. . i L e . -- - —_— '
_— L - . - . _ —_—
. " | - oL . " - - - = .
. . —— ) . " . - - . ; -—— - . H
A . . — .
. . . L. i . - '
- - -0 . - . . .
FI - '
o . .
B T . . .- _ AR P o - -
R . e et .o ., =4 A i . i
. ' . . - . . v \ . .
- i .. R ee AT LI . .= L PR . -

'
'
. .
- .
. "
' .
- -
v .

. "o
- .,
Il




VT MIVIRE D S
Emily Kikumi Ko

2016 Hiroshima Trip

While flying into Japan from Seattle I had no idea what to expect for
the 10 days to come. Was supposed to speak Japanese? What were the other
ambassadors like? Would it be too hot? Traveling to a foreign country was
very new to me, so I was beyond excited to visit places, meet new people, usge
my Z years of high schoo] J apanese, and eat. I was a little nervous about food,
due to my severe food allergies. Thankfully thrbugh the efforts of the staff of
the HIC, especially Kawahara-san, I was able to eat the most delicious food
ever, which included tempura, delicious rice, fish and chicken and even
wheat-dairy-egg-free momijt manju. I quickly realized I understood and
could speak Japanese once I was out 0N my own navigating shopping and
eating at restaurants. The people I met in Hiroshima thought I was a local
which encouraged me to use my Japanese more and it provided a most

unique experience.
Over the course of our stay, we traveled to the island of Miyajima and

took the Ropeway up Mt. Misen. Even though it was 35 degrees C/95 F our
Sroup ran up to the top to see the view and went down to the beach to see the
red tori at low tide. It was a great way to enjoy the beauty of the island. I
enjoyed renting bikes from the HIC and biking around the neighhorhood and
to Daiso. I also had a great time meeting the students from the high school.
The highlight of the trip was attending at the 71st Peace Memorial
Ceremony. We sat with thousands of people including survivors and their
families, school children and adults advocating for peace and people from 91
different countries to gather at the Peace Park. We remembered August 6,
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1045 at 8:15 am with a moment of silence. Prime Mimster Abe, Governor
Vuzaki and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon each spoke on the need to
implore our leaders to end all nuclear weapons to avoid the “absolute evil”.
The program was packed with activities, culture and connecting us
with our ancestors in an exciting and meaningful way. It made me think of
my grandmother and her family and me. This trip definitely exceeded my
expectations and I am so thankful that 1 was selected to be an ambassador. I

cannot wait to go back!
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Kira Christa Chiemi1 Kusumi

Memories to Last a Lifetime

Never, in a million years, did I ever see myself at the highest point in
Hiroshima, overlooking my vast, beautiful native lands and waters. The country that
my relatives and ancestors grew up, and the place where I got deeply in tﬂﬁch with my
roots. I am ever grateful and thankful to the Hiroshima Prefecture Government, as well
as the Seattle Hiroshima Club, for allowing me to take part in this incredible
opportunity and to embark on this journey, making new friends along the way.

At first, I was very hesitant about going on this trip, I'm not going to lie. It took
hours of urging and persuading on my parents’ and grandparents’ part, to get me to fili
out the application for this Foreign Student Kxchange. If it weren’t for them, especially,
and their help in this process, I wouldn’t have known or attempted to join. The travel
ride to Hiroshima was a breeze, very comfortable and not stressful at all with our
Seattle leaders guiding me and Emily, the other exchange student. When 1t was time to
meet the other exchange students from around the United States and Mexico, 1 got so
nervous. T found out that T have a major case of social anxiety, but as I was panicking,
my leaders were gracious enough to help calm me down and give me advice. Meeting the
students wasn't actually as nerve-racking as the leading up to that point. All the other
exchange students were very warm and welcoming, just like the hotel staff! It was a lot

easier to talk to them and spend time with them because we often had a ot in common

wl

or were just interested in each other’s different hves, having all lived in different states

or countries. It helped a lot that we were all around the same age group and maturity

level; it made the experience a little more fun and relaxing.

Right away, we started taking classes and sitting through lectures. Don't get
me wrong, I'm not a lecture-listening type of person; but, these presentations were

different. It completely encompassed the country 1 am a part of: from the food, to the
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activities, and to the places. 1 learned so much about the different cities around

Hiroshima that I would’'ve never learned about m school. I also took classes that aren’t
readily available for me, here in Washington. The ikebana class, however challenging,
was really fun to take. Sure, we all receive the same materials and flowers, but i the
end, you can kind of personalize it and make it your own; no ikebana is like another. 1
also really enjoyed the calligraphy class. T found out I have a hidden talent for it, and
my grandmother wants me to start taking calligraphy classes back home! 1 went to
Seattle Japanese Language School for five years, but we never really went in depth with
teaching about the art of calligraphy. We also learned, first-hand from a chef, how to
make the famous okonomiyali dish! Not only was it fun to get dressed up in chef’s
apparel and work in a chef kitchen for the day, but knowing that I had made that dish
myself with sweat and hard work, 1t made it that much more delicious to finally eat!
We visited so many site-seeing places and cities on this trip, as well. Although
the bus rides were very long, it was worth it when we finally stepped into the sunshine
and onto new ground! One of the highlights was going to the Kagura performance! I've
been taking odori lessons for fourteen years, so I'm very familiar with the art and have

seen a Kagura-like performance before. It was beautiful, intricate, eye-opening, and 1

never fell asleep for a second! My favorite place to visit, by far, was Miyajima, home of
the deer! Evervone in the group seized every change to take pictures with the deer
roaming through the streets and in the mountains. The most famous monument to visit
there is the temple and the shrine, which I have actually vigited before when I came to
Japan with my grandmother a few summers ago. Back then, I didn’t have the
appreciation that I do for it now. I took my time to admire the construction of this

landmark; the colors, the scenery, the memorials...I took it all in. Then, instead of

choosing to visit the air-conditioned aquarium, my partner, Adam, and I decided to go on
the ropeway! I'm still deciding if this was the best or worst decision ever. I have never
been sorer, more exhausted and dehydrated, or sweated as much as I ever had on that
tedious trek. Sure, riding the ropeway was exhilarating and beautiful, but we didn't
stop there. We didn’t even stop at the lookout point where everyone takes pictures. No,
we saw a sign that pointed towards the very tippy top of Mt. Misen and we followed 1t

around every corner of the trail. Just when we thought we were finally about to reach
the top, we turned and saw more stairs or more rocks to climb! When finally go to the
very top, complete opposite side of the ropeway lookout, at a different building, I
realized that the view was exactly the same. But, that was okay because it’s not about
the destination, it’'s about the journey that gets you there, and the journey was
definitely something 1 will always remember! 1 think the best part about traveling to
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these different cities, museums, and site-seeing places, 1s that the leaders give us a
couple hours of free time to venture out with a buddy, away from the big group, and just
go see what we want to see and experience what we want 10 experience! Even when we
came back to the hotel after a long day out and about, a few new friends and 1 would
take some bikes and go out for a night ride in the city.

The homestay was a completely different story on this trip! I was freaking out
about meeting and staying with a family of Japanese-speakers for two days and a night.
T have never stayed at a stranger’s house before, let alone been forced to talk to them
and spend time with them the antire time! Fortunately for me, 1 got set up with some
true gems. My host mother was so caring and welcoming, 1 felt right at home in her
house. She always made sure I had everything I needed and always asked me what 1
wanted to do. She never forced me to do anything outside of my comfort zone. My host
father didn’t really speak much English like she did. but he tried to be as helpful and
welcoming to me, as well. Now, their two sons, two years old and five years old, were the
real stars! Something about children make me feel more comfortable because they fill
the silence and always want your attention. After just half an hour with them, they had
warmed up to me. They asked me to play all sorts of games with them and practically
followed me everywhere. 1 learned a lot from them, and they learned a lot from me.
They took me to two summer bon odori festivals and it was great because I missed out
on going to the ones we hold here, in Seattle. It was interesting to compare and contrast
the differences and similarities between bon odori festivals in Seattle and Hiroshima. 1
was surprised by how modern the performances were!

On this exchange, we were also allowed to get in contact with any relatives
living in Hiroshima, and to feet up with them. As before mentioned, I have social
anxiety, so meeting relatives that I've never seen before and having dinner with them
was really scary. They barely spoke any English so one of my leaders had to stay with
me and translate, which was very kind of her. They treated me out for soul food, which 1
as very nervous about, and for a good reason. It wasn't exactly what [ was expecting, but
2t the same time, it was. I tried a lot of new foods, some of which my stomach had a hard
time handling, but I finished every last crumb of that eight course meal. Surely an
experience my mind. .and stomach.. will never forget.

I really encourage anyone and everyone to apply for this Youth Exchange
Program! You'll have the experience of a lifetime, make new friends, and create lasting
memories together. 1 became such great friends with a stranger in the ten day period,
we still talk every day and we're as close as ever, even though they hive in Hawaii and 1

live in Washington. Don’t pass this amazing opportunity up and don’t take anything for
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granted. Get in touch with your roots and learn more about an amazing culture, you'll

leave feeling like Japan is truly a part of you and the memories and experiences you'll

have are something that no one can take away from you.
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Kimie Kuramoto(Leader)

;_“ i

My thoughts after attending the Kenjinkai & Guanajuato
International Youth Exchange Program in Hiroshima

When we arrived in the evening at the Hiroshima Airport on July 31st, | saw many
friendly faces on the other side of the gate. We never met each other before but, I felt
we have been friends for a long time. The newly made friends are Ms. Kawahara and
My. Daimaru from the Hiroshima Tnternational Center. Once we greeted each other,
my weary body was perked up.

I was looking fmrwardgto go, 1o learn and to meet people when I saw the very precise
ochedule from the first day to the last day filled with wonderful warm welcoming
activities.

The number one highlight of the trip was attending the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Ceremony on August 6. We were treated as VIPs with seats for non-Japanese guests n
a very nice location. I found that those non-Japanese guests were from 94 different
countries. I thought it was an honor to he seated with them as an American citizen. 1
appreciated the unbelievable experience they gave me.

And second highlight was when we met Hiroshima's Governor Yuzaki on August 5.
Governor Yuzaki asked us “Is this your first time to attend this program?” 1 replied we
have a blank period since 2009. But this year, I appreciate the Hiroshima prefecture
committee including the Seattle group. I wish they will include Seattle again in the
future but who knows. I can only hope.

I did not expect this but I enjoyed the August 5th evening performance of Hiroshima
Kagura. [t was a very energetic performance. 1 think non-Japanese speaking people also
enjoyed it. I found there was one 16 year old girl who was one of the performers. | am
sure she worked and trained very hard after school to have a great performance. It was
hard day with the heat and various activities, but it was time well spent to attend the
Hiroshima Kagura performance.

I was most pleased in the manner the guide had prepared us with information,

knowledge, history and even how we were supposed behave 1n the traditional Japanese

manner on a daily basis just hefore visiting the place, office, school and tactory.

Because of this preparation, we had no problem to visit these places and most of us all
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enjoyed it 120 percent.
Also I am so glad the lodge was in Higashi Hiroshima HIP, away from the main city.

Students enjoyed some activities 1n the nature. I enjoyed the quiet evenings and I bad a
wonderful breakfast looking at the view of the mountains through the large window.

T want to send big hugs of appreciation to the staff starting from Mr. Inaba from the
Hiroshima Prefecture and Ms. Kawahara from the Hiroshima International Center for

making the best possible program for foreigners. |
Lastly, I felt all students were like my own grandchﬂdren They are all kawaii (7>

) and good students. I am sure they will be grow up to be an excellent ambassador
and they will make strong bridge between Hiroshima and United State and Mexico. 1
too will try to make good relations between ]Eﬁroshima and Washington State.

I would like to say, “thank you” to Tina Ko for her great help. With her help, I could

enjoy Hiroshima and I enjoy the experience of new Hiroshima.

Thank you very much.

Kenjinkai & _Guanajuato International Youth Exchange Program in
Hiroshima 2016 M LT
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10 days to Remember

This youth exchange program was a whirlwind amazing 10 days. Staying at

the Hiroshima International Plaza(HIP) with vouth and leaders from six other
American Hiroshima kenjinkais and the Guanajuato Education ministry provided us a

oyreat opportunity to get to know each other in a comfortable setting. The Hiroshima

Tnternational Center(HIC) staff planned many cultural activities and field trips to

Miyajima, meeting high school students, touring the Mazda plant and other sites. It

was an honor to meet with Governor Vuzaki and the students were designated as

Hiroshima Youth Ambassadors. They realized they have responsibilities to help thewr
kenjinkais and communities and work toward world peace.

The mission to build relationships and support international students to work towards
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worldwide peace and abolish nuclear weapons is significant coming from people who
experienced the devastation frot hand. Getting to know people personally and
appreciating the culture 1s a wonderful way to accomplish this. Our host family made
our visit very comfortable and we had a great time meeting their family and doing
summer things like BBQ, summer festival, luau, a 100-day ceremony and Sunday
family shopping. |

Attending the Peace Memorial ceremony as a Japanese-American and having relatives
who were in Hiroshima as well as the US military 442 regiment and Minidoka

internment camp during the war was intense. The reality is war has very human

participants on all sides. The moving speeches given by dignitaries each called to end
nuclear weapons and highly praised the visit by President Obama this year as a very
significant step that is highly recognized by many countries. 1 felt very proud of our
President and our'nation.

At the HIP we ate healthy meals together. Our students borrowed. bicycles and enjoyed
the freedom to explore and shop in the neighborhood with their fellow Youth

Ambassadors. It was great having the gymnasium and game room to hang out and relax.

T feel fortunate I could accompany my daughter Emily to assist with her severe food

i

allergies, and she was able to fully participate with the help of the HIC staff.

The experiences during this program were more enriching than I anticipated. I was able

to meet relatives I've never met with your help. I learned so much during our siay, made

family connections and friends abroad and I will continue to keep Hiroshima and world

peace in my heart. Domo arigato gozaimashita.
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