Hiroshima Youth Exchange Program By Kimie Kuramoto
Kira Kusumi, Emily Ko, Tina Ko, and I attended the Kenjinkai &
Guanajuato International Youth Exchange Program in Hiroshima Japan
from 7/31/16—8/9/16.

When we arrived in the evening at the

Hiroshima Airport on July 31st, I saw many friendly faces on the other
side of the gate. We never met each other before but, I felt we have
been friends for a long time.

The newly made friends are Ms.

Kawahara and Mrs. Daimaru from the Hiroshima International Center.
Once we greeted each other, my weary body perked up.

The number one highlight of the trip was attending the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony on August 6. We were treated as VIPs
with seats for non-Japanese guests in a very nice lo-cation. I found that those non-Japanese guests were from 94 different countries.
I thought it was an honor to be seated with them as an American citizen. I appreciated the unbelievable experience they gave me.
The second highlight was when we met Hiroshima’s Governor Hidehiko Yuzaki on August 5. Governor Yuzaki asked us, “Is this your
first time attending this program?” I replied we have not had anyone attend since 2009. But this year, I appreciated the Hiroshima
prefecture committee including the Seattle group. I wish they will include Seattle again in the future but who knows; I can only hope.
At this opportunity, Ki-ra presented Washington State’s Governor Jay Inslee’s message and Emily presented omiyage gifts from the
Seattle Hiroshima Club to Hiroshima Governor Yuzaki. Tina and I handed out omiyage gifts to Mr. Inaba and his staff from the
Hiroshima prefecture office.
I did not expect this but I enjoyed the August 5th evening performance of Hiroshima Kagura. It was a very energetic performance. I
think non-Japanese speaking people also enjoyed it. I noticed one 16 years-old girl who was one of the per-formers; I am sure she
worked and trained very hard after school to have a great performance.
It was a hard day with the heat and various activities, but attending the Hiroshima Kagura performance was time well spent.
I was most pleased with the manner the guide had prepared us with information, knowledge, history and even how we were supposed
be-have in the traditional Japanese manner on a daily basis just before visiting the palace, office, school and factory. Because of
this preparation, we had no problems with our visits and most of us all enjoyed it, 120 percent.
In addition, I am so glad the lodge was in Higashi Hiroshima HIP, away from the main city. Students enjoyed some activities outside
while I enjoyed the quiet evenings and had a wonderful breakfast looking at the view of the mountains through the large window.
I want to send big hugs of appreciation to the staff, starting from Mr. Inaba from the Hiroshima Prefecture and Ms. Kawahara from
the Hiroshima International Center for making the best possible program for foreigners. Lastly, I felt all students were like my own
grandchildren. They are all kawaii (かわいい) and good students. I am sure they will grow up to be excellent ambassadors and will
create a strong bridge between Hiroshima and United State and Mexico. I too will try to create good relations between Hiroshima
and Washington State.
I would like to say, “Thank you” to Tina Ko for her great help. With her help, I enjoyed my experience in Hiroshima.

Youth delegates and adult delegates had an honor to meet Hiroshima Prefecture Governor Mr. Hidehiko
Yuzaki (center in front row) at Governor’s Office in Hiroshima City in August 2016⇧

Youth delegates and adult delegates gathered at Peace Park in Hiroshima City in August 2018

